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Guidelines for Climate-KIC PhD proposals
Background Information
The European Climate Knowledge and Innovation Community (Climate-KIC) brings together private, public and academic partners with the aim to jointly develop innovative technologies and services that counteract the adverse effects of climate change and facilitate adaptation on national and global scales. Climate-KIC also supports young innovators and entrepreneurs through educational training and venture incubation, part of this remit is the support of PhD students through studentships and entrepreneurial activities. 
PhD project proposals

All Climate-KIC PhDs must undertake the following activities. Associated resource is provided by the Education pillar:
· theJourney (Five week residential school, taken in year 1)
· SPARK! seminars and discussions (a total of 5 per year)
· Thematic summer schools (1 – 2 week duration, years 2 and 3)
· Mobility funding (approximately 1k per month for up to six months)
· Transferable skills short courses
In addition the students will have access to 
· Business coaching

· Greenhouse funding

· Climate-KIC Festival

· Our community and its activities
· The Alumni network

The three PhD projects we wil acquire need to fit within the following thematic platform:

· Land and Water Engineering for adaptation: Support the adaptation of water engineering and agriculture to climate change and link it to enhanced land use and ecosystem services delivery.

Student Eligibility

All students must have an excellent undergraduate degree, have sufficient command of the English language to be able to participate fully (as all Climate-KIC activities are carried out in English), and demonstrate a keen interest in entrepreneurship and/or innovation. Supervisors will be expected to choose the best candidate to carry out the research and the associated Climate-KIC activities. 
Supervisor Eligibility

At least one of the supervisors must hold a full academic position at one of the Climate-KIC academic partners that is tenured over the complete period of the project
. They should fulfill the national and local criteria for eligibility to act as a PhD supervisor. Supervisors outside of Climate-KIC partners may be included but must be approved by their CLC’s Innovations and Education leads.

Project requirements
It is essential that all Climate-KIC PhD projects:

· Are the research of 1 FTE student

· Are well structured and appropriate for a PhD 

· Fit within the Climate-KIC platform Land and Water
· Have a clear path to climate innovation and deliver support for the platform Land and Water
· Combine elements of research, education, commercialisation and public policy that define the innovation pyramid
· Have the opportunity for 30ECTS (or equivalent workload) in geographical and / or cross sector mobility 
It is desirable that all Climate-KIC PhD projects:

· Have the potential for commercialisation

· Include multidisciplinary and systemic challenges

· Enable students to work in student teams

· Provide joint supervision amongst partners
Application Process

The application process is the responsibility of the hosting platform Land and Water Management and Engineering. The Innovations and Education lead in the CLC will be informed of the project and the student entered into the Climate-KIC PhD label by giving their name and project overview to the CLC education team. 
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� If this is not possible another supervisor from a Climate-KIC academic partner would have to be added who could continue the student supervision if the original supervisors’ tenure was not extended






