PhD call 2013: Platform Land and Water management and engineering
The Climate-KIC Platform Land and Water Management and Engineering (abbreviated Platform land and Water) has resources to hire 3 PhDs to work on challenges that are of key strategic importance to the platform. These PhDs should follow the overarching Climate-KIC criteria that PhDs: 

· Have the potential for commercialisation

· Include multidisciplinary and systemic challenges

· Enable students to work in student teams

· Provide joint supervision amongst partners

The LWME platform has identified the following target areas, which are aligned to the focus areas of our platform (see Annex). PhD proposals for the LWEM PhD call 2013 should either focus on one area, or tackle a combination of them.
A. Activities that result in better integration of new technologies
a. into engineering and management of land and water for increased robustness and resilience and to maximize effectiveness; and/or

b. to optimize land and water use in production services  (e.g., climate smart food production, water & energy supply, forestry)

These technologies may deal with, but are not limited to: data collection (e.g., sensors), data processing (e.g., ICT, cloud computing), new product technologies, or combinations of those.

B. New and tailored socio-economic approaches, tools and services that enhance the adaptive capacity of rural areas and/or suburban zones, and catalyse the transformation towards climate resilient communities. Topics may deal with, but are not limited to, new participatory approaches to Land and Water Management and Engineering, financial instruments to facilitate engineering solutions (e.g. value chains, new insurance instruments), organizational engineering, and/or community transformation.
C. Developing targeted tools for the use of Ecosystem Services, development of new Ecosystem Services, the monitoring of Ecosystem Services, and/or inclusion of Ecosystem System Services in climate change adaptation approaches.
The submission deadline is 21 October 2013 13.00 pm (CET). 
Proposals should use the template ‘130918 PhD project proposal form Platform LWME’ and be submitted (digital) to Ann-Marie.Ryan@wur.nl. Take also into account the guidance ‘130918 PhD proposal guidance’.
The final decision will be communicated before 2 November 2013. PhD’s should start before 1 January 2014, and preferably on 1 December 2013.
More information needed: send an e-mail to the following addresses with your substantive question(s) and/or with a request to have a telephone call: Eric.Schellekens@arcadis.nl, w.buytaert@imperial.ac.uk and cc to Ann-Marie.Ryan@wur.nl. 
Annex I. Focus areas Challenge Platform Land and Water Management and Engineering

LAND AND WATER MANAGEMENT AND ENGINEERING

Description

The Land and Water ME Platform’s value proposition targets an audience comprised of water and land authorities the agricultural sector, the water supply sector, land and city planning authorities and all other related businesses. The platform focuses on the transformation to a climate-resilient society through targeted management and engineering of water and land resources in a cost-effective way, to raise the adaptive capacity of regions, to integrate ecosystem-oriented solutions in the portfolio of adaptation strategies, and to help European businesses develop integrated solutions to adapt water and land resources to climate change.

Focus area

The Land and Water ME Platform’s key strategic priorities for Business Plan 2014 focus on three complementary topics and subtopics:  

1. Resilience to extreme events

· Integrating new technologies into engineering and management  of land and water  for increased robustness and to maximize effectiveness (e.g. making use of sensor technology, IT)

· Fostering a systemic approach to land and water engineering to create multiple benefits and increase resilience (e.g., coastal zone management and riverine system, sediment management).

2. Sustainability and Robustness

· Integrating new smart information,  control technology and or new product technology to optimize land and water use in production services  (e.g., climate smart food, water & energy supply)

· Balancing water demand and availability, land allocation and governance to optimize agriculture and production processes  (e.g. smart agriculture, industries, urban systems, ecosystems, including storage, (re-)use, treatment).

3. New tools to manage socio-ecological systems and ecosystem services.

· Enhancing the adaptive capacity of socio-ecological systems by providing tailored action opportunities, participatory approaches, new tools and services, optimized value chains and innovative financial arrangements, information and communication technologies, novel modelling approaches etc.

· Targeted tools for the use or new development of Ecosystem System Services oriented approaches to climate change adaptation.

